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Highlights:

The goals of national integration and the modernization of Nigeria’s socio-economic industry partly rest on how successful the life of the pastoral nomads are raised to higher standard. However the Fulbe pastoral identity until today is regarded as a reflection of a conservative mal-adaptive way of coping with the social environment. As such their identity and culture are often dismissed as different.

Today, the pastoral nomads live virtually in all the nooks and corners of Nigeria and beyond but experience various forms of harassment and degradation by the public. They are marginalised in almost all aspects of national life. They are denied justice and human rights as citizens of Nigeria. The incessant clashes and conflicts between Fulbe and other ethnic groups in this country - cases of Zangon Kataf, Tafawa Balewa, Mambilla Plateau and Wukari areas are clear examples. The pastoral Fulbe suffered lost of lives and properties and their cattle raided. This situation forced many pastoral Fulbe communities to migrate into other neighbouring countries.

The pastoral Fulbe have suffered security problems more than any other ethnic group in Nigeria. This is largely attributed to their backwardness, lack of education, lack of land ownership rights, constant migration and dispersal which limits their participation in the nations political functions. The continuous support for the education of the nomads under the newly launched Universal Basic Education (UBE) by the Federal Government of Nigeria, gives hope for transformation of the life of the pastoral nomads for the better. This rapid education expansion now taking place requires empirical evidences to guide planners and practitioners in their plans and designs for various intervention programs especially for the disadvantaged group like the nomads.

Earlier studies of pastoral nomads emphasised the issue of cattle herdmanship, conflict between herders and land cultivators, movement patterns and education generally, but have hardly looked at psychological issues like the intelligence, personality, social adjustments. In spite of the successes and achievements of the sedentary Fulbe groups in Nigeria’s national life, their nomadic counterparts remain backward and conservative. This scenario raises questions as to why the differences in the educational attainment, political productivity and social respectability among the two groups of the Fulbe people when both originated from the same ethnic background .

This situation reinforces the researcher to go into a psychological investigation of the nomadic and sedentary Fulbe children’s intellectual abilities, personality dimensions, social adjustment levels and academic achievements. The objective of this is to determine whether differences exist in the behavior patterns of the two groups of children. If so, in what area are the differences and why? An understanding of the pastoral Fulbe in the area of their behavior patterns will contribute in bringing positive approaches towards the education and development of the people.

This study is expected to reveal findings that will have far reaching implications for educational, socio-political and economic development of the nation. The scope of the study will be limited to Adamawa and Taraba States of Nigeria. The subject of the study will comprise of pupils from ages 10 - 12 to be drawn from the nomadic and sedentary Fulbe primary schools in the two states.
