SEITE  
6

A PAPER PRESENTED ON THE PRACTICAL CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTING EDUCATION FOR THE MIGRANT FISHERMEN AS PRESENTED BY FELICIA TAWARI AT A CONFERENCE ORGANISED BY THE INTERNATIONAL EXTENSION COLLEGE (IEC) AND THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (DFID) TAKING PLACE IN ABUJA - NIGERIA 

16TH - 19TH OF JANUARY 

By: Felicia Tawari, Nomadic Education Coordinator, Bayelsa State, Nigeria

The Migrant Fisher people are those who live in the riverine parts of Nigeria stretching from Bayelsa (which is over ¾ riverine); Rivers, Delta, Edo, Akwa-Ibom, Anambra, Cross Rivers, Ondo, Ogun, Lagos, Abia and some other states in the federation e.g. Niger, Borno, Adamawa and foreign countries like Ghana, Cameroon, Togo etc. They migrate from their autonomous communities in search of fish as dictated by:

a. The type of fish required or in the season

b. The movement of the tide

c. The seasons of the year

The migrant fishermen engage in creek and deep sea fishing. They can be off for two or more days sleeping and eating on their boat. If they are unlucky, the whole family can perish in the sea due to the harsh waves. At times some members may perish while only one or two will come home alive. 

Fishes caught include:

a. Hammer Shark

b. Ordinary Shark

c. Shore fish – fish whose teeth are so large that they can be used as ladder to climb to the roof top. Unfortunately, for some time now, this specie of fish has disappeared.

d. Ray fish

e. Flying surd fish

They use crane to tow some of these fishes to the shore because of their size and weight.

Interviews conducted with the popular kingfisher of the oil rich Bayelsa State, who is known as the best fisher man in the country shows that the sea has its own language, which must be obeyed or you face the pleasant or unpleasant consequences. He also revealed that in every month there are two weeks of good fishing and two weeks when their catch is scanty. This is due to the tide. Again, those who are spiritually strong can dream of where and when to fish on some particular days. If they act accordingly, that days harvest will be bountiful.

When the moon is full or round, it is a sign that fishes are plenty in the water, but if one does not go fishing before 6am or 7am, the fishes disappear. He also reveal that fishes move round and round in water for three days, and on the fourth day they disappear. Fishing on those three days is very good if well calculated. 

The king fisher has recommended strongly that fishing be taught in schools and modern technologies be included in the teaching so that when the old ones like himself have passed on, the young ones will apply the technology learned to do better than them. When these fishermen move, they take their entire family with them to settle in almost inaccessible areas of the creeks devoid of social services thereby depriving their children of formal education. Some of these migrants come from other states within Nigeria and foreigners from Cameroon, Ghana, and Togo etc. Migrant fishermen are contented with their lifestyle since they do not experience unemployment or negative behaviors that destroy other societies. 

Since the federal government of Nigeria was bent on Education for All irrespective of work role, location and lifestyle, it established the National Commission for Nomadic Education to cater for the education of the pastoralists of the Northern and the Migrant fishermen of the Southern parts of Nigeria.

SCHOOLS

The National Commission for Nomadic Education have over the years put up a half wall three-classroom block in some of the fishing camps. Recently the commission introduced a three-classroom boat school, which is currently being experimented in Edo State. The boat school is expected to move along the creeks picking the pupils and taking them to a safe location for proper learning and school activities. At the end of the school period, the pupils will be returned to their respective fishing camps. Some of these schools in the fishing camps serve up to three camps but it is becoming necessary to build schools in each of the fishing pots because of the danger of allowing children at that age to paddle to and from school each day – particularly when the tide is high.

The year 2000 statistics for Migrant Fishermen schools throughout the country stand thus:

a. Number of Schools = 295

b. Population of pupils = 40,826

c. Teacher population = 852

d. Classes range from primaries 1-3, 4, 5 and 6 in different schools.

It is important to note that all the Migrant Fishermen children Schools in Nigeria are primary schools.

TEACHERS  

For now, holders of the teacher’s Grade 2 Certificate and Nigeria certificate in Education who teach in conventional schools are posted to teach in the Migrant fishermen Children schools as well, without special training as to the difficult conditions and survival skills that will enable them live and discharge their duties effectively. Due to the harsh terrain, where these migrants are found in camps, teachers posted there hardly stay because of:

a. Inadequate transport facilities – Commercial boats do not get to the fishing camps except on special arrangement. This of course is at exorbitant cost.

b. Lack of incentive to motivate them.

c. No electricity in these camps – Lanterns are still being used.


d. No pipe borne water – Migrants still drink from the river water where they defecate and do all their washing.

e. Information hardly gets to them and where it does it is normally belated.

f. Inadequate funds to make life meaningful, etc.

There are times when we have just three teachers in a school. This includes the headmaster/mistress. The subjects and duties are shared amongst them. This for sure is cumbersome and compels some teachers to seek transfer to other schools, ministries and companies. 

The curricular of the migrant fishermen children education provide for:

a. The inculcation of literacy and numeracy.

b. The study of science

c. The social forms and values of the local community and that of the country in general

d. Physical and health Education

e. Moral and religious studies

f. The encouragement of aesthetic, creative and musical education

g. The teaching of local craft, domestic science and agriculture 

In response to the Ministerial directive to incorporate the children of Migrant fishermen into its programme, the National Commission for Nomadic Education established its forth University-based centre at the University of Portharcourt in 1999. The mandates of the centre were to:

1. Conduct research

2. Train staff

3. Develop instructional materials for the advancement and improvement of plans

4. Implement strategies for achieving the objectives of the educational programmes for the Migrant fishing communities.

This centre in conjunction with the National Commission for Nomadic Education and UNESCO convened a workshop and developed curricular guides in four core subjects namely:

a. English

b. Mathematics

c. Primary science 

d. Social studies

The workshop took the unique environment of the migrant fisher people into account while preparing the guides i.e. at the appropriate points, the guide infused relevant curricular content adapted from the peculiar environment and lifestyle of the migrants. This centre has also organized a train-the-trainers and Migrant fishermen children teachers workshop. The teachers have since started using the guide to impact knowledge and skills acquired during the workshop to the pupils.

It is important to know here that the Guides are being used side by side the National Curricular Guides.

Right now the centre is developing textbooks and teachers guides in the four core subject areas for the migrant fishermen children education.

SCHOOLING HOURS

Fishing periods by migrant fishermen depend on the type of fish required, the tide and season of the year. They engage in both deep sea (November to April) and creek on shore (May to October) fishing.

Parents wake their children up to go fishing as early as 4am and to come back at 9am. Some of them come back as late as 10am or 11am. This is because the water is quiet at that time. In the evening, they set sail at 4pm till 9pm or 10pm.

From the above, we can see that schooling time is affected. Children follow the conventional school timetable of 8am – 12 noon, for junior primary pupils and 2pm for senior primary pupils. This makes a total of four to six hours respectively, of learning per day. If pupils come back home from fishing at 9, 10 or 11am for the morning fishing session, it means they lost 1-3 hours of study each day.

INSPECTIONS AND SUPERVISION OF SCHOOLS

The National Commission for Nomadic Education established six zonal offices, of which the southwest caters for the migrant fishermen Education. In each state a co-coordinator who is either situated in the Ministry of Education, the state Primary Education Board and an agency or directorate, is appointed by the state. In each of the Local Government Education Authority, is a supervisor who sees to the day to day running of the schools.

The above personnel combine to carry out inspection and supervision of the schools academic or otherwise progress, problems and prospects and report same to the National Commission for Nomadic Education (NCNE) for action.

Majority of the adult migrant fishermen are illiterate but would want to make sure that their children get Western Education, so that they would not be like them, they will get white collar jobs, become important personalities like Governors, Presidents etc and they will also be able to learn and apply modern technological know-how to increase their catch and preservation of fish.


As much as pupils take interest in schooling, it is difficult to make them stay back in school once it is time to go fishing. When interviewed why this was so, their response was “can you go to school when you are hungry?” The answer of course is No.


Many migrant fishermen from camps that do not have schools have due to sensitization realized the importance of education and are now trooping to the Ministry of Education where the unit is situated to request that schools be built and approved for them. Some of them have built temporary structures, cut trees from the forest to make seats for the pupils and pay temporary teachers for their children, pending when better structures, furniture and teachers will be posted to them by the state Primary Education Board.


The rigid time of resumption and closing of each day is unsuitable to the migrants because of their fishing timing – 4am to 9am, 10am, or 11am as the case may be.


During peak fishing periods, children can be hardly found in the classroom because parents make use of their children to get enough catch for that season.  


Also during the flood season, some fishing camps are almost covered with water that they are forced to look for an alternative settlement until the water recedes. Again at this point school closes and pupils whereabouts is not known until they come back. This affects teaching and learning, as the school curriculum cannot be covered. The NCNE assists these schools by sending instructional materials yearly and gives financial assistance where necessary. Monitoring of the schools is done once a year each by the NCNE, zonal office, the MOE and SPEB. The supervisor of each LGA does it more regularly and gives the MFCE unit feedbacks to act upon.

The indigenous woman in the fishing communities is a fisher, farmer and trader who lives with her family in a strip of land massively surrounded by a large expanse of water – water that is not fit for drinking, cooking or even bathing. It is polluted, muddy or saline water, found in pools, lakes, streams, rivers and seas. Her traditional means of mobility in this environment is the dug out canoe, with which she carries out her occupation. At the end of the fishing day, she comes back home to dry her catch in bonfire and on market days, she paddles with her children to various communities to sell her fish and farm products.

Illiteracy is the dominant disability of the woman in the fishing communities. This has prevented them from knowing their needs, priorities, rights and how to improve on the quality of their lives.

Social problems faced by the girl child/woman in the migrant fishing camps include early marriage and the effect of polygamy that she has to contend with. The migrants’ belief in tradition and culture does not endow her with any inheritance be it land or property. She is powerless since she cannot make contributions to socio-economic and political issues affecting the community.

The major problems confronting the education of migrant fisher people are:

1. Inadequate qualified teachers

2. Lack of commercial boats plying the creeks. There are some non-fishing communities where commercial boat ply just once a week. The day you are unlucky to miss that boat, it will mean waiting till the next week or you paddle that long distance in a dug out canoe to your destination. You can therefore imagine what the migrant fishermen who live in the creeks suffer.

3. Inadequate funds to carry out the day-to-day running of the schools and to pay temporary teachers where teachers are in short supply. Monitoring of the schools on a regular basis is difficult due to inadequate funds

4. Inadequate instructional materials 

5. Lack of vocational institutions and training that would assist the migrants to improve on their fishing crafts, gears and processing/preservation techniques. These migrant fishermen request to be taught in their schools.
















